
S IDEW ALKS 

F o r many years there h as a pp arent l y been a p olicy n ot t o 

build sid ewa l ks in So uthern Pines. A t pr esent , less than 10 p e r 

cen t of Sou th e rn Pines l str ee ts have p ave d sid ewalks on either 

side. In a ll, ther e are fewer th an ei gh t miles of sidew a lks in 

Southern Pin e s. Mos t o f these are in the centra l bu sin es s dis

trict or o n the blo c ks b e tw een th e cen t ra l business distri c t a nd 

the Ea st Southern Pines School. In th e o ld er se ct i on s o f t own, 

ea st o f th e business district f o r the most p ar t, p a ths a l o n g 

street rights-of- way are ma int a ined a s p e destri a n wa lks. Indi

vidual pr o pert y ow n e rs maintain th e p a ths . This mea ns som e 

paths are excellent an d o th ers a re very p oor. Often the y a re 

p ave d with pine needles, a nd in s o me a r eas the y a r e ve r y a ttrac

tiv e . However, because the y are pri va t e l y maintained, the y a re 

occa si o n a ll y n o t a dequ a te for publi c sidewalks. In ma n y a reas a 

ped e stri a n will find th at the p a th e nd s a bruptl y in th e middle 

o f a bl ock. This makes it necess a ry t o wa l k in th e street or 

wa l k ac r o ss s o meone1s ya rd until the p a th resumes o n a n o ther 

pr o pert y . 

Probably r esi d en ts of So uth ern Pin es orig in a ll y th o u g ht 

th a t th ese p a th s were mo r e a ttractive th a n conve nti o n a l side

wa l ks. Wh e re t hey a r e maint ai n ed pr o p er l y, th ey are ve r y a ttr ac 

ti ve. Because o f th e ma i ntenance fact o r, it wo ul d be impr ac ti ca l 

f or the t ow n t o acce pt th e r es ponsibility f or unp ave d sid e walks. 

Howeve r, if a estheti cs a r e t he pri mary o bjecti o n t o conve nti ona l 

co n crete sidew a lks , then th ere a re many o th er t y p es of a ttr ac 

ti ve sidewa l k p avi n g materia l s. Co ll ege cam puses of t en use 

bri ck p avi n g , a nd s ome new e r sidewalks use d e signs an d coarse 

ma t erials t o br eak th e monotony of bare co n c r ete . 

The im p ortant consideration is th a t more sidewa lks a r e 

needed in So uth er n Pines. Mos t peo pl e do have a ut omo bil es an d 

use them for most of t heir travel in town. Some g rou p s do not 

h ave ac cess t o cars, h owever. Chi ldr e n come t o mind fi rst, of 

co urse, an d a ll t he sid ewa l ks in t he vic init y o f schoo l s shou ld 
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